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WELCOME
‘The theme of Black History Month 2025 is Standing Firm in
Power and Pride, a powerful tribute to the resilience, strength,
and unwavering commitment to progress that defines the Black
community across the globe.’ – blackhistorymonth.org.uk

October is Black History Month, and thanks to support from
Southwark Council we are able to have a programme of events
to share, plus we are highlighting local talent and projects. In
this pack you will also find information about Pecan and our
Women & Girls Big Give campaign (8-15 October).

Welcome
About Pecan
Big Give  
BHM at Pecan
Earth Tenders
JB Rose, The Singing Vegan
Camberwell Black History Walk Map and Information
Southwark Catherdral
Autograph Online Gallery
They Did I Can Too

CONTENT

2
3
4
6
9

11
12
21
22
23

Registered Charity number 801819 
OCTOBER 2025 

@Pecan121a 
www.pecan.org.uk



ABOUT PECAN
Pecan is a community charity based in Peckham that has been
supporting people in Southwark since 1989. We work with
people facing complex challenges, including unemployment,
involvement with the criminal justice system and food insecurity.
Our services are free and open to those in need, offering practical
support, advocacy and a safe space to move forward. While our
services are open to all, referrals are required to access some of
our services. At the heart of our work are our values, kindness,
belief and hope with a commitment to dignity, inclusion, and
long-term change.

Southwark Foodbank
Peckham Pantry
Women’s Service
Employment Support 
Together our community space
Plus, Pecan currently hosts Southwark Food Action 
Alliance (SFAA)  

OUR CURRENT PROJECTS ARE:

DONATE HERE
VIA ENTHUSE

IMPACT REPORT
2024-2025

Photography © Julia Hawkins

https://www.pecan.org.uk/donate/
https://www.pecan.org.uk/donate/
https://www.pecan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Impact-report-2024-FINAL_3_JUNE-2025.pdf
https://www.pecan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Impact-report-2024-FINAL_3_JUNE-2025.pdf


We’re thrilled to let you know that Pecan has been selected to
take part in this year’s Big Give Women and Girls Match Fund!

From 8 -15 October 2025, every online donation you make to our
Women’s Services will be matched £1 for £1, doubling your

impact at no extra cost to you.

This is an amazing opportunity to support 250 women in Southwark and
Lewisham, who are trying to rebuild their lives having faced multiple

disadvantage: poverty, domestic violence, mental ill health, addiction, and
unsafe housing.

Many of the women we support have been excluded from traditional services.
Our women-only, trauma-informed space helps them begin again by offering

1-to-1 advocacy, group workshops, hot meals, a warm welcome and a
renewed sense of hope.

This year, we’re raising £10,000 to support women in Southwark and
Lewisham through our trauma-informed, women-only service. Every pound
raised will be matched £1 for £1, so doubling your donation and doubling 

your impact. We’d like you to be part of it.

Can we count on you to get involved?
Please add the dates to your calendar. Tell your friends. Let’s do something

powerful, together. Thank you.
Cat Millar, Manager of Pecan’s Women’s Service
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DOUBLE

YOUR DIFFERENCE 
DONATE BETWEEN 8-15 OCTOBER 2025



BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH AT PECAN 
7 - 30 OCTOBER 2025
We have a programme of events at Pecan to
celebrate Standing Firm in Power and Pride
within our community.
www.pecan.org.uk
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
AT PECAN | OCTOBER 2025

Join us to celebrate Black History Month at Pecan’s Women’s Service at our
Southwark Hub. For further details including our address, and attending
events please email Alyssa at womenshubs@pecan.org.uk 

CRAFT SESSION: AFRICAN FABRIC ART
Date: Tuesday 7 October, 10.30am-12.30pm
During our bi-weekly coffee morning we will launch our Black History Month events with an
African fabric craft session creating collage postcards and artwork.

FILM SCREENING: SUMMER OF SOUL (2021, 1HR 58)
Date: Tuesday 14 October, 11am-2pm (from 12-1pm with a break
between screening for food supplied by JB Rose) 
Documentary about the legendary 1969 Harlem Cultural Festival 
which celebrated African-American music and culture and promoted 
Black pride and unity.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH TALK
Date: Tuesday 21 October, 10.30am-12.30pm
A collaborative talk with local historian Sabera Jaffers, on the theme of ‘Standing Firm in
Power and Pride’.

DRUMMING SESSION
Date: Thursday 23 October, 10.30am-12.30pm
An interactive drumming workshop with Lily May. Lily is a co-
founder of Baque Luar who are are a London-based collective of
female and non-binary vocalists and percussionists from diverse
backgrounds, united by their love of Brazilian and Afro-Brazilian
roots music. Their music focuses on honouring feminine power and

creativity, acknowledging struggles against oppression and praising nature at this critical
ecological moment. (max.number 20 women)
Email for a space: Alyssa: womenshubs@pecan.org.uk 
 
SINGING SESSION WITH SOPHIE 
Date: Tuesday 28 October, 10.30am-12.30pm
Join us at our coffee morning to sing some of our favourite songs together.

WOMEN’S SERVICE 
(WOMEN ONLY TO ATTEND EVENTS) 

mailto:womenshubs@pecan.org.uk
mailto:womenshubs@pecan.org.uk
mailto:womenshubs@pecan.org.uk
mailto:womenshubs@pecan.org.uk


For further details about events and attending, please email Vashti at:
together@pecan.org.uk

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
AT PECAN | OCTOBER 2025

MUSEUM WITHOUT WALLS
Thursday 16 October | 11am-12.30pm 
Reclaiming Caribbean Culinary Heritage: Our hosts Museumand will deliver a talk and food tasting
session based on their year-long initiative rooted in the culinary heritage of the Caribbean. 
Museumand is a Black female-led pioneering museum in the UK dedicated to celebrating Caribbean
heritage, culture and social history. 

CREATIVE WRITING WITH JB ROSE
Thursday 16 October | 1-3pm 
 A fun and interactive creative writing session with JB Rose.
 
COMMUNITY QUILT MAKING
Monday 20 October & 27 October | 1-3pm
This interactive session, inspired by the Peckham Peace Wall, invites participants to create individual
fabric or card patches that reflect themes of pride, resilience, and heritage. These patches will be
combined to form a collective quilt, which will be showcased and discussed during a community art
event. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER’S TALK WITH IAN WATTS & HOSTED BY ZENA EDWARDS
Thursday 23 October | 11am-12.30pm 
POETRY WORKSHOP ‘’POETOGRAPHY’’ WITH ZENA EDWARDS
Thursday 23 October | 1-3pm 

CREATIVITY THROUGH CONVERSATION WORKSHOP & QUIZ WITH NGOZI
Thursday 30 October | 1-3pm
Ngozi, founder of They Did I Can Too, returns to Pecan with her enlightening, thought-provoking, 
and fun interactive black history quiz. Ngozi will guide us through this year’s celebration of the 
150th anniversary of British composer and conductor Samuel Coleridge Taylor's birth. 
The presentation and discussion will include learning more about Dr. Cecil Belfield Clarke, and the
musician George Bridgetower. 

TOGETHER CAFÉ
VENUE ADDRESS: 121A PECKHAM HIGH STREET, SE15 5SE

mailto:together@pecan.org.uk
https://www.museumand.org/


Enjoy hearing from Lid and Idiam as they tell us about a Black-led
organisation and community haven in Dulwich Park.

Q1: Where did the idea for the organisation ‘Earth Tenders’ come from?

Earth Tenders started as a roaming workshop provider led by Ali. Both of us met through a
programme platforming black women and gender-conforming nature practitioners called
Bloom back in 2021. Since then we stayed within the community and occasionally worked
together, we shared similar values and ambitions when it came to landwork and community
organising. We were both longing for a community space that merged horticulture, creativity
and community wellbeing and that centred the needs of racialised communities. In 2023 Earth
Tenders CIC was formed and we took over the Dulwich Vegetable Garden bringing the dream
that we had to life.

Q2: How did you come to be in your current location in Dulwich Park?

The Dulwich Vegetable Garden (DVG) was set up in 2009 by a local charity, Dulwich Going
Greener, to encourage local people to learn how to grow their own organic produce. The
garden was completely volunteer run and they decided to do a call out for another group to
come and take over the management of the garden. That is when Earth Tenders CIC stepped
in and took it over, transforming the space into a vibrant, multicultural, intergenerational
community garden and hub.

EARTH TENDERS

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
AT PECAN | OCTOBER 2025
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Q3: As a visitor, it is a wonderful place to visit, relax and/or meet friends. 
But what should a volunteer expect from participating at Earth Tenders?

Currently we run volunteer sessions every Friday from 9.30am to 12.20pm. We recently
introduced volunteer sign-ups to help manage numbers and be mindful of our own capacity as a
small organisation. Sign-ups for the volunteer sessions go up every Thursday morning at 9am
and they sell out like hot cakes. We are really grateful for the continued support and the
enthusiasm people bring to our volunteer sessions. 
In terms of what you can expect from an Earth Tenders volunteer session: we have an accessible
programme filled with activities ranging from seed sowing, planting, watering, garden
maintenance, tidying, medicine making, pickling and so much more. We welcome people with all
abilities and different knowledge levels to the garden, there are no expectations for volunteers
to be experienced growers. We believe that having access to nature and food growing is a
human right and there should never be any barriers for participating in landbased activities. 

Q4: Tell us what makes Earth Tenders different from other 
community gardens?

We often get this question and the response to this is ever changing, to keep it plain and simple,
it's a lot about feeling, our garden feels different. The energy that has been cultivated here is so
joyful, so warm and welcoming. It was incredibly important for us to create a space that we felt
was lacking here in London, an urban garden that is by and for people of colour. A space that
celebrates cultural, non-western food pathways and land practices. Our mission is to nurture
spaces where everyone, particularly Black and Global Majority communities can reclaim land-
based knowledge, build collective power and shape a future where we thrive on our own terms.

Q5: Please can you share what’s coming up at Earth Tenders

The biggest announcement we have is our 2nd birthday celebration which will be taking place
on Black History Month on 4 October 2025 at our garden. Tickets to our event will go live on
September 24 at 6pm and you can find out more information about the event through visiting
our website here. Bring your kids and families down and come celebrate with us!

website: earthtenders.co.uk

https://www.earthtenders.co.uk/
https://www.earthtenders.co.uk/
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Read about her work with our Women’s Service and Clean Break, that was first
published in Pecan’s January 2025 newsletter:

Hi there, I’m JB Rose and for the past two terms, I’ve had the pleasure of running singing,
acting, and writing sessions at Pecan’s Women’s Service through Clean Break, an inspiring
arts organisation based in Kentish Town. Clean Break supports women by offering creative
opportunities that empower and nurture self-expression.

The Clean Break sessions are for everyone at the Women’s Service and every Thursday, we
dive into themes that reflect our lives, creating beautiful poetry, heartfelt stories, lively
sketches, and even original songs. At the end of last term, we proudly performed our written
pieces in the main space, and it was such a joyful celebration! This term, we’re exploring the
idea of the “heroine” and discovering how we’re all heroes in our own stories. 
 
If you’re looking for a fun, creative, and welcoming space, come along on Thursdays! Whether
you want to sing your heart out, try some creative writing, or just connect with like-minded
women, there’s a spot for you.

JB Rose is a professional singer and also runs a YouTube channel all about healthy eating and
wellbeing.

JB Rose, The Singing Vegan

JB Rose is a singer-songwriter, playwright, vegan cook
and mum of two boys. JB has been involved with Pecan
through our Women’s Service (interview below) and
during Mental Health Awareness Week at Pecan, where
she ran a healthy eating session. She will also be
facilitating a poetry workshop and cooking for Pecan
again during Black History Month 2025.

JB Rose at Pecan’s Healthy Eating Session, May 2025

To find out more about JB Rose and her work, visit: jbrose.co.uk 
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Thank you to Camberwell Life, SE5 Forum, and
the Camberwell Society for making this walk and

map possible through their support, and for
generously allowing us to share it here as part of

our resource pack.

websites: 
www.camberwell.life
www.se5forum.org.uk

www.camberwellsociety.org.uk

www.southwark.gov.uk

CAMBERWELL 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH WALK
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The Cam
berw

ell Black History W
alk G

uide 

2 

Researched andauthored byStephenBourne
Edited by Tony Colem

an | Im
ages by Tayo Fatunla 

In this guide w
alking directions are show

n in italics
descriptions of the featured people are in plain text. 

Scan this Q
R code to dow

nload
the tour to your phone in Google
m

aps.
The tour w

ill show
 you w

here you
are on the route. And help you to
find the next stopping point. 

O
r visit:

https://m
aps.app.goo.gl/b56PxSw

M
M

F7K5Hdr8
At each stop you can find a plaque that describes an
im

portant person in Cam
berw

ell’s black history. Click the
code on the plaque to hear this guide spoken
by a young actor from

 Theatre Peckham
. 

1. G
eorge Roberts, W

arner Road, Cam
berw

ell SE5 ............. 2.

Sam
 King, Site of Em

m
anuel Church, ................................ 

Cam
berw

ell Road SE5 

3. U
na M

arson, 16 Brunsw
ick Park SE5 ................................ 

4. M
arianne Jean-Baptiste, Form

er St G
iles’ Hospital, ........ 

St G
iles’ Road SE5 

5. John Boyega, Theatre Peckham
, ....................................... 

221 Havil Street SE5 

6. John Prim
ero, St G

iles’ Church, ......................................... 
Cam

berw
ell Church Street SE5 

7. Dr Harold M
oody, W

ren Road, Cam
berw

ell SE5 .............. 

8. Belle Davis, Corner of O
rpheus Street and ...................... 

Denm
ark Hill, site of the Cam

berw
ell Palace 

of Varieties 

33 4 5 5 6 6 7 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/b56PxSwMMF7K5Hdr8


Start at the Lectern on the G
reen 

1. G
eorge Roberts, W

arner Road, Cam
berw

ell SE5 

2. Sam
 King, Site of Em

m
anuel Church,

Cam
berw

ell Road SE5 

The lectern is located near to the entrance to Cam
berw

ell Green that is
next to the bus stop on Cam

berw
ell Church Street. Leave the Green and

go to the m
ain crossroads. Cross to the opposite corner (the south side

of Cam
berw

ell N
ew

 Road). W
alk w

est tow
ard the O

val. After 50 yds, just
before the bus garage, take the first left w

hich is W
arner Road. O

n your
left are a row

 of apartm
ent blocks m

aking up the Sam
uel Lew

is Trust
Estate. You w

ill find the w
alk plaque on the railings outside of block 301 

– 348 (3rd block along). 

O
n the w

all is a Southw
ark

Heritage Blue Plaque for
G

eorge A. Roberts BEM
,

M
SM

 (1890-1970). He
w

as born in Trinidad.
He w

as tall, at 6’ 2” and
served in the British Arm

y
in the First W

orld W
ar.

According to the w
artim

e
m

agazine, Every W
eek, he

distinguished him
self by

his “extraordinary” ability
to throw

 bom
bs a great 

distance back into enem
y lines, as he did w

ith coconuts as a child. 

He w
as active in the Royal British Legion from

 the 1920s and served as a fire 
fighter during the Second W

orld W
ar. In 1944 he w

as aw
arded the British 

Em
pire M

edal “for general duties at N
ew

 Cross Fire Station” and for his part 
as a founder and pioneer of the discussion and education groups of the fire 
service. “If w

hat I am
 doing can assist in som

e sm
all w

ay to bring about a

better 
understanding and a true fellow

ship am
ongst the peoples of the earth, I shall 

be extrem
ely happy” Roberts told the BBC radio program

m
e Calling the W

est 
Indies on 4 M

ay 1947. 

Return to Cam
berw

ell N
ew

 Road and go back to the crossroads by the
Green. 

Cross 
and 

w
alk 

up 
Cam

berw
ell 

Road 
going 

north 
tow

ard
W

alw
orth for a few

 m
inutes. Just after Blucher Road you com

e to
Bishopsm

ead, 238 Cam
berw

ell Road. The plaque is on the end w
all of

the block facing the road. 

Left: 
G

eorge 
Roberts

Right: 
Stephen 

Bourne
successfully 

cam
paigned

for a plaque to G
eorge

Roberts. 
Here 

he 
is

standing in front of the
plaque at its unveiling. 

Bishopsm
ead, a block of

flats on the Castlem
ead

estate in Cam
berw

ell Road,
w

as built on the site of
Em

m
anuel Church. Sam

King M
BE (1926-2016), born

in Jam
aica, w

as m
arried at

this church in 1954. He w
as

a Cam
berw

ell resident at
the tim

e, living in nearby
Sears Street. 
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Sam
 served as an engineer

in the RAF during the
Second W

orld W
ar. He w

as
stationed at RAF Haw

kinge,
a fighter base near
Folkestone in Kent. 

After the w
ar he returned 

to Jam
aica but cam

e 
back to Britain on the 
W

indrush in 1948. He 
helped to found the W

est 
Indian Gazette, the first 
new

spaper in Britain 
w

ritten specifically for a black readership. He co-founded the N
otting Hill 

Carnival.

Active in local politics, in 1983 he w
as elected M

ayor of Southw
ark becom

ing 
the only black m

ayor in London at that tim
e. In 1996 he helped to set up the 

W
indrush Foundation and cam

paigned on behalf of settlers in the U
K w

ho 
cam

e from
 the Caribbean. 

At his funeral on the 19th of July 2016 Jerem
y Corbyn, the then Labour leader, 

paid tribute describing him
 as a “legend”, saying “He educated Londoners w

ith 
Caribbean food, Caribbean culture, Caribbean m

usic. London is a better place; 
Britain is a better place thanks to him

 and his fam
ily.” 

Carry on up Cam
berw

ell Road to the lights and cross, w
alking east 

along Bow
yer Place. Take the third on the right turning into Sears Street. 

Sam
 King lived here at num

ber 7 w
hen he w

orked as a postm
an. G

o 
dow

n Sears Street to the bottom
. Left into N

otley Street, then right into 
Edm

und Street. Pass the end of Sam
 King W

alk on the left. Continue 
south, and after the Picton Street junction the road turns into Benhill 
Road. Pass the Benhill Road nature garden on the right. The garden is 
a quiet oasis, it is w

orth stopping here a m
om

ent to feel its tranquility. 
After a few

 m
inutes turn left into the road called Brunsw

ick Park. You 
w

ill find the plaque on the railings to your left opposite num
ber 16. 

Southw
ark Heritage Blue

Plaque for U
na M

arson
(1905-1965), poet, fem

inist
and the first black w

om
an

program
m

e m
aker at the

BBC (1940-1945). 

U
na w

as born in Jam
aica 

w
here she founded 

her ow
n m

agazine, The 
Cosm

opolitan, aim
ed at a 

young m
iddle-class Jam

aican 
audience. Her articles 

encouraged w
om

en to join the w
ork force and to becom

e politically active. 
The m

agazine also featured Jam
aican poetry and literature. In 1930, M

arson 
published her first collection of poem

s, entitled Tropic Reveries, that dealt w
ith 

love and nature w
ith elem

ents of fem
inism

. It w
on the M

usgrave M
edal from

 
the Institute of Jam

aica. 

She first arrived in London in 1932 and stayed at the hom
e of Dr Harold M

oody 
(page 6). From

 1932 to 1939, she m
oved back and forth betw

een London and 
Jam

aica. She w
rote for new

spapers advocating fem
inism

 and highlighting race 
issues in England. 

In 1941 she joined the BBC and w
ent on to becom

e the producer of the radio 
series Calling the W

est Indies. This w
as broadcast to the Caribbean on the BBC’s 

Em
pire Service. O

ne of her roles w
as to invite W

est Indian servicem
en and 

w
om

en into the studio to read m
essages to their fam

ilies in the Caribbean. She 
also introduced a literary 
segm

ent called Caribbean 
Voices w

hich enabled 
m

any Caribbean authors to 
broadcast their poem

s and 
short stories. M

ore than 
200 authors appeared on 
the show

 including m
any 

leading literary figures. 

3. U
na M

arson, 16 Brunsw
ick Park SE5 
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Caribbean Voices has been described as “the single m
ost im

portant literary
catalyst for Caribbean creative w

riting.” After the w
ar U

na m
oved back to

Jam
aica but Caribbean Voices continued until 1958 w

hen the BBC replaced the
Em

pire Service w
ith the BBC W

orld Service. 

Continue east along Brunsw
ick Park w

ith the park to your left. At the
end you w

ill see the form
er St G

iles’ H
ospital in front of you, a red

brick 
building 

w
ith 

attractive 
gables 

and 
tow

ers. 
It 

is 
now

 
an

apartm
ent block called Peacock H

ouse. You w
ill find the w

alk plaque
on a brick pillar on your left as the railings curve round the junction. 

Southw
ark Heritage Blue

Plaque for the actress
M

arianne Jean-Baptiste w
ho

w
as born there in 1967. Her

m
other w

as from
 Antigua

and her father w
as from

 St
Lucia. She w

as classically
trained at the Royal
Academ

y of Dram
atic Art. 

In 1996 M
arianne w

as the 
first black British actress 
to be nom

inated for an 

O
scar for her role in M

ike Leigh’s acclaim
ed film

 Secrets and Lies. She w
as also 

nom
inated for a Golden Globe and a BAFTA for this sam

e role. 

In 1999 she w
as acclaim

ed for her portrayal of Doreen Law
rence fighting 

for justice for her son’s killing in Paul Greengrass’s TV dram
a The M

urder of 
Stephen Law

rence. 

Relocating to the U
SA, she w

as seen in the popular TV series W
ithout a Trace 

(2002-2009). O
n a rare visit to the U

K, she w
as m

uch praised for her stage 
perform

ance in the 2013 Royal N
ational Theatre production of Jam

es Baldw
in’s 

play The Am
en Corner. It w

as during this trip that she attended the unveiling of 
her Southw

ark Heritage Blue Plaque in Cam
berw

ell. 

Facing the blue plaque, turn to your right and w
alk south on St Giles Road

until you get to the m
ain road, Peckham

 Road. Turn left and then take the
first left into Havil Street. W

alk 100 yds up Havil Street and on your right
you w

ill com
e to Theatre Peckham

. You can see the next w
alk plaque

through the w
indow

 of Theatre Peckham
. It is on the colum

n at the corner. 

The foyer of Theatre
Peckham

 includes a m
ural

(unveiled in 2020) of the
internationally acclaim

ed
actor John Boyega w

ho
plays Finn in the Star W

ars
film

s. 

John is of N
igerian descent; 

he w
as raised on the Sceaux 

Gardens estate in SE5 
w

hich backs onto Theatre 
Peckham

. He w
as a pupil 

at the O
liver Goldsm

ith Prim
ary School (also in Cam

berw
ell on the corner of 

Peckham
 Road and Southam

pton W
ay SE5).

His first acting role w
as as a leopard in a play w

hile at prim
ary school. At the 

age of nine, he w
as noticed by Teresa Early, the founder of Theatre Peckham

, 
a learning theatre for young people. He spent his tim

e at the theatre outside 
school hours betw

een the ages of nine and fourteen and he w
ent on to be a 

student there. Later, in 2016, he becam
e a patron of the theatre. 

4. M
arianne Jean-Baptiste, Form

er St G
iles’ Hospital, 

St G
iles Road SE5 

5. 
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John Boyega, Theatre Peckham
, 221 Havil Street SE5 



After Theatre Peckham
, he

trained at the Identity School of
acting in Hackney. He becam

e
the Patron of its Los Angeles
branch w

hen it opened in
2018. He m

ade his debut film
appearance in Attack the Block
(2011) and received the 2015
BAFTA Rising Star Aw

ard. 

He supports local schools and founded U
pperRoom

 Productions, a production 
com

pany for TV and film
. 

W
alk back up to the m

ain road and turn right. W
alk w

est for a few
 

m
inutes until you see St G

iles’ Church. Cross the road and you w
ill find 

the next plaque underneath the church noticeboard on the grass at the 
front. It is next to the passage that runs up to the right of the church. 

John Prim
ero w

as a servant
to Sir Thom

as Hunt. He
w

as baptised at St Giles’
Church on 3 April 1607.
The w

itnesses included Sir
Thom

as Hunt him
self, M

r
Cox and M

rs M
ary Grym

es.
W

hen Prim
ero died a few

years later, his burial w
as

registered also at St Giles’
Church on 13 February 1615
“for Sir Thom

as Hunt” w
ho 

is described by W
illiam

 Harnett Blanch in Ye Parish of Cam
berw

ell (1875) as the
“Sheriff of Surrey and Sussex”. Hunt died in Cam

berw
ell in 1625. 

The old church, as seen in the picture on the plaque, w
as destroyed in a fire and 

the new
 church w

as built in the 1840s. It w
as designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott. 

Continue w
est along Church Street crossing Cam

berw
ell Grove and

Grove Lane. Turn next left into W
ren Road. W

alk up the road to the
apartm

ent block called the Colonnades. It stands on the form
er site of

the Cam
berw

ell Green Congregational Church. To find the w
alk plaque

look to your right and slightly behind you. It is attached to the brick w
all. 

Dr Harold M
oody w

as
born in Kingston, Jam

aica,
in 1882, the son of a
pharm

acist. In 1904
he sailed to the U

nited
Kingdom

 to study m
edicine

at King’s College, London.
He finished top of his class
w

hen he qualified in 1910,
aged 28. Dr M

oody started
his ow

n m
edical practice in

Peckham
 in February 1913. 

In addition to his w
ork as a popular GP, he w

as a highly respected com
m

unity 
leader for Britain’s black com

m
unity from

 the 1920s to the 1940s. 
In 1931 he form

ed the League of Coloured Peoples. The League w
as concerned 

w
ith racial equality and civil rights in Britain and elsew

here in the w
orld. The 

visitors book at Dr M
oody’s hom

e in Q
ueen’s Road, Peckham

 included m
any 

notable black people such as C. L. R. Jam
es, Jom

o Kenyatta, U
na M

arson (page 
4), and Paul Robeson.

He w
as part of the running of the Cam

berw
ell Green Congregational Church in 

W
ren Road w

here he becam
e a deacon and lay preacher. The site of the church 

is now
 the apartm

ent building called the Colonnades. 

In 1944 there w
as a terrible incident in N

ew
 Cross w

hen a V2 rocket fell on the 
shopping centre. N

early 200 w
ere killed and hundreds injured. Dr M

oody w
as 

one of the first on the scene. 

6. John Prim
ero, St G

iles’ Church, Cam
berw

ell Church 
Street SE5 

7. Dr Harold M
oody, W

ren Road, Cam
berw

ell SE5 
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Belle Davis w
as one of m

any
black 

stars 
to 

becom
e

successful in m
usic halls in

the Edw
ardian era. She w

as
an Am

erican expatriate, born
in N

ew
 O

rleans, of European
and African ancestry. The tall,
beautifully 

dressed 
soprano

spent m
ost of her adult life in

Britain. She stood out from
other 

black 
or 

blackface
singers/ 

In the w
inter

of 1946-47, Dr
M

oody m
ade

a strenuous
five-m

onth
fund-raising tour
of the U

SA and
the Caribbean
but on his return
hom

e he died of
acute influenza
on 24 April 1947. 

His funeral service took place at the Cam
berw

ell Green Congregational 
Church on 1 M

ay 1947. A bronze portrait of Dr M
oody by his brother Ronald is 

displayed in Peckham
 Library. 

Pass to the right of the Colonnades building and w
alk through Butterfly 

W
alk Shopping Centre. At the other end of the m

all turn left onto 
D

enm
ark H

ill and w
alk 50 yds to the corner and turn into O

rpheus 
Street. You w

ill find the plaque on the w
all to your left a short w

ay along. 

You have now
 reached the end of the Cam

berw
ell Black History W

alk. If
you need refreshm

ent, you can find plenty of am
enable cafes and pubs

nearby. 

Thank you for your interest, w
e hope you enjoyed it, please tell 

your friends. 

entertainers of
the Edw

ardian
era by
perform

ing songs
that did not com

e
from

 the m
instrel

show
 tradition.

Belle sang
graceful m

elodies
and com

ic
num

bers. O
n

stage she
presented herself
as a
sophisticated,
elegant w

om
an 

of the w
orld, not the stereotypical bandanna-w

earing ‘m
am

m
y’. 

Belle first toured Britain in 1897-98. She decided to m
ake her hom

e here w
hen 

she returned in 1901. In London in 1902 she becam
e one of the first black 

w
om

en to have her voice recorded w
hen she took to a m

icrophone to sing ‘The 
Honey-Suckle and the Bee’, one of the m

ost popular m
usic hall songs of the 

day. She toured Britain extensively from
 1901 to 1918 and appeared in m

usic 
hall tours that took her all over the country. In London she topped the bill in 
m

any m
usic halls including Brixton, W

alham
 Green (in the parish of Fulham

) 
and Clapham

. Belle m
ade the first of her first appearance at the Cam

berw
ell 

Palace of Varieties on 24 N
ovem

ber 1902. She returned there m
any tim

es. 

8. Belle Davis, Corner of O
rpheus Street and Denm

ark 
Hill, site of the Cam

berw
ell Palace of Varieties 
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The Cam
berw

ell C is the sym
bol of Cam

berw
ell. It is m

ade up of Cam
berw

ell
bricks form

ing a C and representing the w
ell of Cam

berw
ell. Dow

nload for
free from

: w
w

w
.cam

berw
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https://www.camberwell.life/
https://www.camberwell.life/


A celebration of identity and belonging

Join this year’s diocesan Black History Month Thanksgiving Service 
for an exciting day of fellowship, learning and celebration.

Saturday 4 October 2025, 10.30am–1.30pm 

Southwark Cathedral, SE1 9DA 

Scan code to
register for a
free ticket.

“Who do you say that I am?”
Matthew 16:15
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Autograph Online Gallery
Life on Peckham Estates in

the 70s and 80s

https://autograph.org.uk/online-galleries/peckham-in-the-70s-and-80s
https://autograph.org.uk/online-galleries/peckham-in-the-70s-and-80s
https://autograph.org.uk/online-galleries/peckham-in-the-70s-and-80s


theydidicantoo.org
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https://theydidicantoo.org/


“ I joined the workshop to find out
about local black history. The

workshop was interesting, welcoming
and community spirited.” 

– John, Together Member - Black History Month at Pecan 2024

BLACK HISTORY MONTH AT PECAN



Pecan’s Black History Month Resource pack has been compiled by our Marketing
Manager. For more details about supporting or volunteering at Pecan, 

please contact names below:

IF YOU WISH TO VOLUNTEER WITHIN ANY OF 
OUR SERVICES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Beatrice for HR admin support: hr.support@pecan.org.uk
Theresa our Partnership Manager for corporate: fundraising@pecan.org.uk 
Daniel our administrator at Southwark Foodbank: foodbank@pecan.org.uk

Temi our manager at Peckham Pantry: pantry@pecan.org.uk
Alyssa our administrator at  Women's Service: womenshubs@pecan.org.uk

Vashti our Together Coordinator: together@pecan.org.uk 

Thank you to Southwark Council’s Black History Month Fund

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
AT PECAN | OCTOBER 2025

Pecan and its services are are supported by:

DONATE HERE
VIA ENTHUSE

https://www.pecan.org.uk/donate/
https://www.pecan.org.uk/donate/

